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2¢ -A- Meal
Sunday, January 17,2010

We will be collecting your “spare change” on Sunday 1/17. This
money goes to the Presbytery for distribution to local, national and
international food programs. Collecting 2 cents for each meal we eat
is a great way to remember how fortunate we are to have enough to
eat. It enables us help share what we have with others that are not as
fortunate. If you prefer to write a check, please make it payable to
ALPC with a notation of 2 cents a meal. Questions may be directed
to Beth Janis 933-5621 or any mission committee member.

Sunday, January 17,2009
Second Annual Chili Cook Off

Read more on page 10
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ECCLESIASTICAL MEETING
And

MEETING OF THE CORPORATION
Sunday, January 31,2010 after worship in the Sanctuary

The purpose of the meeting is
¢ to elect Elders, Deacons and a Trustee

e to review the reports of all the committees
e To review the 2009 Annual Report

the life of our church.

e to elect the 2010/2011 Nominating Committee

meeting so that parents can be present at this very important meeting in
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Message from Dr. Bill

It never ceases to amaze me. The calendar is not only consistent— it is relentless as well. The

New Year comes whether we are ready for it or not! The pressure of a new year with all its
expectations of beginnings, fresh starts, and resolutions is, once again, upon us! We’ve just
managed to survive another hectic holiday season—just now catching our breath from all the
decorating, entertaining, traveling, cooking, partying, worshiping, giving, etc., etc.—only to be
faced with 365 fresh, new days, each with their own peculiar demands and expectations. (Is it
any wonder that so many New Year’s Resolutions bite the dust?!) Whew! It makes me tired just
to think about it! New Year’s Resolutions rarely, if ever, succeed. I think they clearly fall into
the category of Unrealistic Expectations. Have you ever noticed the verb we use to describe how
we accomplish these resolutions? We MAKE them. We use this word in the same way that we
would hear a child say, “You can’t MAKE me!” Well...yes we can. We do it all the time. Like
reluctant children, we unwillingly drag ourselves into resolutions every year. Weight-loss,
exercise, and improved financial planning are but 3 of the most popular items that get selected,
especially this year! But like most resolutions, they get quickly forgotten. Sometimes, I've
found that people use the New Year to resolve to be better church members. They think,
perhaps, that the New Year will bring an opportunity for a fresh start and renewed enthusiasm.
Well, insofar as fresh starts and enthusiasm go, that’s a great idea! But unfortunately, if “new
and improved” church membership is just another resolution, well...you know where that ends
up: in the same place as all the others.

I have an idea. What if we don’t make resolutions this year? What if, instead we GIVE

PERMISSIONS?

- Permission to live in the moment

- Permission to laugh (hard and long and loud) at least 3 times a day

- Permission to say “NO” when we’re overworked and overextended

- Permission to delegate

- Permission to take a nap

- Permission to take a walk

- Permission to praise someone (even ourselves) for a job well done

- Permission to care for ourselves (Notice how that sounds so much different from a “resolution
to exercise”? Sure both may be good for you, but the motivation is totally different—one is
caring, the other is a great big “should”!)

- Permission to identify your passion and pursue it. It may be guitar lessons or yoga or
mountain climbing or Bible study. It doesn’t matter. But if it’s something you been putting off
until later...well...this is later. It may be cooking or reading or working with numbers or
gardening. What turns you on? Is it painting, or crafts or fixing things? Is it making people
feel welcomed or caring for someone who’s hurt or sick? Is it singing or drama or getting
things and people organized? What gets your motor running? (continued on next page)
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Message from Dr. Bill
(continued)

GIVING PERMISSIONS. It sounds much
better than MAKING resolutions, doesn’t it?
“What’s the pay-off?” you may ask. It’s
GRACE! It’s acknowledging that God’s gift
of Jesus to us was not in vain. (After all, God
apparently thought we were worth the trip to
come here and be Emmanuel—God- With-
Us!) It’s making Christmas last all yearlong!
It’s treating each other and ourselves like the
beautiful, precious children of God that we
are! (By the way, I think [ know of a certain
church that could grow and thrive and benefit
from any or all of these! Imagine what we
could do together if we simply gave ourselves
permission to...)

Shalom,
Bill

LG
Thanks,Choir!

Thanks to all of you who helped make the

Music of Christmas concert a success: the
choirs for their tireless (well, almost),
beautiful work; the piano accompanists: Ed
Carter, Doug Day, and Barbara Graves; the
children and their parents and Arlene Strauch
for spending time after church on Sunday to
rehearse; the church staff for all their advice,
help, and forgiveness when we turned things
upside down in the church; to Gary Uhl and
his helpers for moving furniture; the flower
committee for arranging poinsettias at least
three times, the Deacons for a wonderful
reception. Wow! The co-operation was
amazing. Hats off to all of you!

Muriel

Please Note: Bill’s office hours are Monday through Friday, 9:00 am — 5:00 pm. Drop by any
morning, or please call to schedule an afternoon appointment by calling 864-923-5536 or
e-mailing B.lindeman@centurytel.net, and nancynbill71@bellsouth.net.

Per Capita 2010

In your monthly offering envelope packet there is a special offering envelope specifically for

your contribution to the Per Capita. Per Capita is a “head tax” assessed by the denomination to
help with the cost of the work in the local Presbytery, the Synod and the work of the General

Assembly.

This year, our Per Capita is $21.29 per member. Please make your check out to ALPC in
the amount of $21.29 for each member of your family who is a Confirmed member by January
24th. Please Mark “Per Capita” on your check. This year our church will pay $11,368.86 on

December 31st.
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Stewardship Corner

Thank you to all that have pledged. There

is still time. Pledge cards are still in the pews
for those that have not yet pledged. They will
remain in the pews until the end of January.
What is pledging? Webster defines it as
‘something deposited as security’. We define
pledging as a promise of giving of talents and
gifts. Having just celebrated Christmas, the
joy of giving is still fresh in our hearts. Who
can we trust? Trust God! Deposit the pledge
cards in the offering plate on any Sunday or
drop in the mail to the church office. We
thank you for your commitment to give.
Watch the bulletin board in the foyer for our
progress.

God Bless,
The Stewardship Committee
Penny Helbig, Carolyn Rudd, Arlene Strauch

Pay It Forward

You go to EMH, don’t you? Here is our
situation:

A member of our church is in need of
transportation to physical therapy at EMH in
Avon. The member lives in Avon Lake and
would like to be picked up at her home at
4:30 pm Monday and Wednesday evenings
and taken to EMH. Then on those same
evenings, picked up at EMH at 8:30 pm and
taken back home to Avon Lake. If you feel
this would be a good mission for you, please
call Cindi in the church office 933-6240.

Property Committee
Report to the
Congregation

You may have noticed some activity in the

front lawn of the church this week. The
church, like many of our immediate
neighbors, is required by state law to separate
our storm water from our sanitary sewer
system. The city will be digging up Jaycox
and Electric Boulevard over the next few
months to accomplish this project. We are
currently mapping out the storm and sanitary
sewers on the church’s property and will
review the results of John Weeden’s work at
our January 4™ committee meeting. We will
attempt to formalize a project plan to proceed
with the separation of the two systems.

If you would like a copy of the agenda for
our meetings which are scheduled for the first
Monday evening of the month, please drop
me an e-mail and I’1l be happy to send one to
you. Your thoughts and comments are always
welcome. My email address is:
rfrancisl @oh.rr.com.
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The Nominating Commiittee

The Nominating Committee seeks to discern who God is calling to serve the church in an

officer capacity. We do this by meeting and listening to where (and to whom) God is leading us
to. We present the slate of officers (Elders, Deacons and Trustees) to the Annual Meeting of the
Congregation on January 31 for election by the Congregation.

Elders

As there were in Old Testament times elders for the government of the people, so the New
Testament Church provided persons with particular gifts to share in governing and ministry of
Avon Lake Presbyterian Church. Elders are nominated by the Nominating Committee and
chosen by the people. Together with our ministers, they exercise leadership, government and
discipline for the overall benefit of the church. They serve faithfully as members of the session.
It is the duty of elders, individually and jointly, to strengthen and nurture the faith and life of the
congregation. Together with the pastor, they encourage the people in the worship and service of
God.

Deacons

The office of deacon is one of compassion, witness, and service after the example of Jesus
Christ. Persons of spiritual character, honest repute, sincere compassion, and sound judgment
should be chosen for this office. It is the duty of deacons to minister to those who are in need or
sick, and to any who may be in distress both within and beyond the community of faith. They
provide opportunities for the congregation to engage in fellowship through scheduled activities.

Trustees
Read ALPC By-Laws, provide signatures on some legal documents, etc.

The 2010 Nominating Committee members are:
Terry Linick — Moderator, Elder Representative
John Kneiss — Elder Representative
Dennis Runyon
Gary Matthews
Carol Nussle
Jay Knox — Deacon Representative
Janet St. George
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SESSION HIGHLIGHTS

Regular Session Meeting
December 21,2009

The Elders of Session

Learned that:

180 persons received Communion on December 6, 2009.

The Youth may be taking candid photos of congregational individuals and events to share
with our members until we can do another pictorial directory.

Bill Lindeman will be posting a sign-up sheet in January for having MEALS WITH BILL.

Bill will be making Pastoral Calls in the afternoons but keeping his office open for
member visits in the mornings.

We must, as property owners in Avon Lake, allow the city to separate our storm and
sewer lines, and that will be expensive.

Sometime in the next 5 years, the east end furnace will have to be replaced.

Approved:

The hiring of Gary Uhl and Ken Bruder as part-time Custodians by the Human Resources
Committee.

Inactive status for 9 members who have moved out of the area and the transfer of 2
members to a sister church.

The date of January 31, 2010, for the Annual Congregation/Corporation Meeting.
The yearly audit done by Bryan Bridgett..

Heard:

The sad news that First Presbyterian Church, E. Cleveland, the oldest church in our
Presbytery (over 200 years old) closed its doors in November due to diminished
attendance and financial resources.

Bill’s Proposed Interim Structure for his time with us.
Mission Trips will be planned for both the Jr. High Youth and the Sr. High Youth.

Shirley Hook, Clerk of Session
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Worship
And
Fellowship

Part of the worship service at ALPC is the

fellowship our church family shares before
and after the service. To make our
fellowship meaningful, as good
Presbyterians, there are two main ingredients
that we desperately need - warm bodies and
refreshments!

To this end we invite everyone to stay after
and share that fellowship; and also ask that
anyone willing and able to sign up on the
pastry list. The sign up sheet will be located
on the foyer table. Please help to provide the
rest of your church family with cookies,
breads, or pastries that we can share along
with our conversation.

It is recommended that two or more people
sign up for the same day to cut down on the
need of one person to make enough for
everyone. Get together with your small
groups, church friends, or meet someone
new...knowing you helped provide your
congregation with a means for great
fellowship.

Worship and Spiritual Life Committee

Lorain County
Cooperative Ministries

A member of the Mission Committee will

be passing out empty grocery bags on Sunday
January 10" and Sunday January 17th to
collect paper products for the Lorain County
Cooperative Ministries. This organization
assists homeless and

low income people in

Lorain County with

food , furniture, and

other needed supplies.

The paper products
are not covered by
food stamps. Please do
not include extra large sizes. The bags
should be returned to the church by Sunday,
January 24"

Suggested items are: Toilet tissue, (single
rolls are best) bath soap, shampoo, deodorant,
feminine hygiene products, baby diapers,
small roll of paper towels, and hand
sanitizers.

Travel sizes are fine if you have some extras.

Carol Madson
Mission Matters
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FINANCIAL REPORT

It is amazing what happens when we put our faith in God. Our budget this year had a little

over $35,000 on the income side for Faith in God. We didn’t know where that money would
come from but we trusted God to show us how to make it a reality. As in all times when we
truly trust in Him, He amazes us. Through November this year, we have collected $40,281.35
over our General Fund budget! December will only increase this figure. Thank you and
thanks be to God! This puts us at an excess of over $18,000 through November.

Add to this with $8,186.00 given at the end of November and more given so far in December
we have almost totally paid off the boiler with our “Keep the Flame Burning” campaign.

Thank you again for your generosity in these difficult times. Our budget for 2010 is shaping
up as another year where we will have to trust in God to show us the way. Our pledges are
down about $31,000 from 2009 with 35 fewer families pledging. If you have not yet turned in
your Pledge Card for next year please do so as soon as possible. For those that have pledged
please prayerfully consider potentially increasing your commitment. God has a plan for us and
he will provide. It’s just easier for the mere mortals who prepare the budget if the figures are a
little clearer from the beginning.

If would you enjoy working on finances of the church, I’d like to extend an invitation to join
Terry, Marcy, Sharon and myself as a member of the Finance Committee. We are a little
different than other committees as we meet every Sunday after church to count the offering.
Please stop by the office after the service if you would like to join us. We would love the help.

Bob Ralston For the Finance Committee

2009 ALPC FINANCIAL PERFORMANCE
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A Tisket A Tasket
and PW Basket

The congregation of Avon Lake Presbyterian Church sponsored by

Presbyterian Women were able to treat 15 of “our own families” to a
Thanksgiving treat basket. We were overwhelmed with the donations
received. We tried to match the food with the family. For instance, we gave a few treats to a
single member along with a grocery store gift card presuming that they would not be making a
big dinner. We gave extra side dishes to larger families. We included a bottle of festive non-
alcoholic wine when possible along with a treat like hot chocolate mix, special tea or coffee,
cookies etc. Our feeling was that it was meant to be a Thanksgiving gift basket, not a bag of
food. We added a little flower or decoration to each gift along with a beautiful card created and
donated especially for us by a member. Some of the comments we received: " I had not
expected this at all but am very grateful to you ladies for thinking of me at this time in this
manner. Words cannot express the true gratitude I feel from this loving gesture". " We cannot
thank our church family enough for this generous expression of love" "All the foods were our
family's favorites as we eat a traditional dinner"

Pam Erk and her twin first grade girls delivered many of the baskets. Cindi, Jim Janis and I
dropped off the rest. I think Cindi would agree that it was a great project that we should try to
repeat in the future.

Beth Janis for Presbyterian Women

Join us for scrapbooking in Hart Hall on January 9 and 23rd, 9:00 am until

a 9:00 pm. No frills, just space away from home.
N ¢ Set-up a table, bring your own snacks, converse with
- friends and scrap. Call Cindi at 933-6240

N or e-mail alpresby@centurytel.net if you are coming.
- Hart Hall has plenty of space! We will provide fellowship!
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Second Annual
Chili Cook Off

The Deacons will be hosting the 2nd

annual Chili Cook-Off on Sunday, January
17th, 2010 from 5:30-7:30 PM. Just as last
year, we are inviting all to dig out your
favorite chili recipes and cook up a crock pot
full. The Deacons will be providing
beverages, bread/butter, crackers, beverages,
and a surprise dessert.

If you are not sure this event is for you, ask
someone who attended last year. Those who
came last year whether they were chili
cookers or chili samplers seemed to have a
great time.

Remember, you don't have to cook
anything to attend, we had 17 recipes last
year but over 80 people attended. Unless your
recipe is a secret, you're also invited to share
it by printing copies of same.

There is a sign up sheet in the church foyer.
We would like to get an idea of how many
"contestants" there will be as well as other
guests to better prepare.

Finally, there will be the second annual
prize awarded to the winner in the spirit of
FUN. See you there!

Jim Janis for The Deacons

Deacon’s Corner
Looking Ahead

We will be planning a bake auction of

sorts in February in conjunction with a meet
and greet meal for Pastor Lindeman and his
wife Nancy. A date for this event will be
chosen soon. We will be asking for folks to
bake a pie or cake for a fundraiser. There will
be a silent auction on the baked goods and the
money will go to mission projects and for
future Deacon events. Details to follow in the
January bulletins.

We will also be having another WII Game
Night on March 13. All events are for all ages
but last year WII Game Night truly was for
anyone and everyone. Snacks, beverages and
a good time are always provided.

Any questions with any of the above,
please contact Jim Janis @ 933-5621.

The Men of Independence
Singing Valentines
February 12-14th

See our website for details...
Annual Show—March 6th
“ATribute to the 50’s”

Rivers Church—Omsted Falls
Tickets $15 (aty discounts)
Www.independencechapter.com
440-372-1007
Our own Dan Shramo

&%
is a part of this group! o "
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Cornerstone Preschool
Enrolling Now

Oour church sponsored preschool is now

enrolling for the 2010-2011 school year. We
offer classes for 3 year olds, 4 years olds and
four plus. Our Open House is Thursday,
January 14, 2010.

Cornerstone Preschool has just started its
25th year. The program is based on building
the foundations for children to be successful
in getting along with others. We try to
develop a positive attitude and work on
adjusting to their school environment. We
encourage good communication skills,
listening skills, and help children deal with
their own problems and responsibilities.

Please call Nancy Bruder, Director of
Cornerstone Preschool, (933-7646) to make
an appointment to observe a class prior to
registering for the Fall class.

Mission Statement

In awe, we Receive God’s Grace and Gospel.
In gratitude, we Respond with
Worship and Servanthood.

In love, we Represent Jesus Christ
as we minister to transform lives
in family, community, and the world.

<>

The deadline to submit
articles for the February
Issue of Saints Alive!

is Sunday,
January 24, 2010

Snow Shoveling Help
Needed

Fun for the whole family! We are

looking for volunteers to sign up to be
responsible for shoveling the snow from
our sidewalks and doorways during the
winter months. There is a sign up sheet in
the foyer (or call the church office at 933-
6240). You will need to bring your own
snow shovel and have the sidewalks
cleared by 8am Monday through Friday,
by 10:30 am on Saturdays and by 8:30 am
on Sunday mornings.

We do have a snow blower for doing the
sidewalks.
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Presbyterian Church (US.A.)

Adult Sunday School Study

In July 2010, the General Assembly of the

Presbyterian Church (USA) will consider the
possibility of adopting the Belhar Confession.
This Confession was originally written in
response to Apartheid and adopted by the
synod of the Dutch Reformed Mission
Church in South Africa in 1986. Since then,
the Reformed Church in America and the
United Church of Christ have adopted the
Confession, recognizing that racial injustice
continues in the United States.

January 17, 24, February 7, 14, 21 and 28, the
Adult Sunday School class will participate in
a study (about 6 weeks) of the Belhar
Confession, including discussion questions
and looking at Biblical references. Any
adults are welcome to participate. The class
will meet after worship in the Session Room
(Room #3). To read the confession, go to
www.pcusa.org/theologyandworship/
confession/belhar.pdf or preview the study
guide at www.pcusa.org/theologyandworship/
confession/belharstudyguide.pdf.

Lee Lohr

Another Adult
Education Opportunity

“The Healing Ministry of Jesus”

RoyLiawrence

Join us in the Church Library following the

worship service as we journey through the

Gospels and The Practice of Christian

Healing by Roy Lawrence; studying the way

Jesus healed when he walked among us and

learning about the way he still heals today!
Rae Matthews

Lenten Bible Study Series
The Christian Education Ministry will be

offering a Bible study during Lent on
Tuesdays (February 23, March 2, 9, 16, 23,
30) from 5:30 pm to 7:30 pm. Dinner will be
served from 5:30 to 6:15 in Hart Hall. Bible
study for adults and youth will start at 6:15
and end approximately at 7:30. Childcare
will be provided upon request. Sign-ups will
begin on January 31. For further information,
call Carolyn at 933-6240.
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Presbyterian Women .

We had Honey Baked Ham sale orders from 29 different people and made a
profit of $187.50 for our mission giving. R OMEN

A huge thank you goes out to all those who helped with Hanging of the Greens and who took
down all the decorations in the church ... especially to Matt, Bonnie and Joey Falish! What a
big job!

Circles continue to meet monthly. Their schedule is listed below.

If you are someone who might be interested in joining a Circle,
please call the church office (933-6240).

Tuesday, January 12, at 12:30 pm at Jakes On The Lake ...................... Care and Share
Wednesday, January 13, at 7:00 pm at Janet Parker’s home ....................ooeeeee. Sarah Circle
Tuesday, January 19, at 1:00 pm in the church library.....................ocoo Ruth Circle
Wednesday, January 20, at 9:30 am in the church library ............................ Circle of Hope
Tuesday, January 21, at 7:30 pm ... ..ottt i e Circle of SMILES
Thursday, January 21, at 1:00 pm the church library. ...................cooal. Circle of Love
Tuesday, January 26, at 7:30 pm in the church library ..................... . ... . . . Circle of Friends

Sunday Flowers—Thanks to all of you who have sponsored the weekly flowers for the

Communion table. If you’d like to sign up for future Sundays, please do so on the Flower
Calendar in the lobby by the literature table. Write your name on the calendar week and
complete a “Sunday Flowers” form, located on the table beneath the calendar: note the
occasion (to be included in the bulletin), dollar amount ($35.00 minimum) and if you have
anything special in mind. Then turn the form into the office. On your chosen Sunday, just drop
your check marked “flowers” in the collection plate and take the flowers home to enjoy after
the 11:00 service. If you have any questions, please call the office or Janet Hukill at 933-7860.
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2010 Homeless Stand Down

Last year we volunteered our time to the homeless...Let’s do it again!

For All Members and Youth

Please sign up and volunteer to help others in need. Volunteer forms are available at the church
and need to be returned to Linda Duffy by January 20™.

Our volunteer date is Sunday, February 28" right after church. Training will be held on Satur-
day, February 20" @ 10-12pm. We will meet and leave the church by 9am.

Alternate training day is on Tuesday, February 16™ from 6-8pm.

Hygiene Kits are Needed!

The Homeless Stand Down provides guests with the personal hygiene products vital to renewing
and maintaining good overall health. We will be collecting these items in a box in the church
foyer and will be putting the kits together at a TBA in February.

Supplies Needed:

1. Please pack all personal care kits in a large Ziploc sealable bag.
3. All personal care kits should contain:

[J Soap (liquid) [J Wash cloth
[J Small shampoo [1 Toothpaste
[J Toothbrush [J Deodorant
[J Lip Balm [J Small lotion

4. Care Kits for Men should contain: razor and shaving cream
(Note: % of those we serve are men!)
5. Care Kits for Women should contain: Maxi pads and/or tampons

Optional items: small hand towel, small conditioner, small hand sanitizer,

Band-Aids, travel size tissues, baby powder, nail file, comb/mini brush, and cosmetics for
women (please mark either dark or light skinned).

Thanks for your help and support!
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Prayer Concerns

Deaths/Bereavements

A more detailed list of prayer concerns
is on the table in the church foyer
for your taking.

Serving in our Armed Forces:

Bradley Biddle (Ruth Murphy’s grandson),
Derek Fabry, Jennifer Homer, Matt Homer,
Josh St. Clair, Jamie Waddell, Derek
Weeden, Wes Wiblin, Aaron Angel (Scott
Hay’s niece’s husband), Joshua Asire (Fran
and Allan Asire’s grandson), Tony
Carosella (Carolyn Dzuro’s nephew), Ben
Donberg (a nephew of the Monjots),
Michael Foor (Joyce Shramo’s grandson),
Robert Glover (Carol Egna’s brother),
Patrick Harris (Betty Harris’ grandson),
Richard Hebert (father of Waverly, Grace
and Mallory), Ian Houston (a friend of
Scott Simmons), Todd and Brett Kirwan
(friends of the Wiblin’s), Michael Marron
(Dina Doughtry’s son-in-law), Ben
Donberg and Jaina Donberg (Mark
Monjot’s nephew and wife), Kevin Poyer
(friend of the Lawson family), Joshua
Reichlin (Ken Reichlin’s nephew), Ryan
and Kevin Tinsley (Nancy McBride’s
grandsons) and Adam Usher (Kay Usher’s
grandson).

Alice Uveges, Joyce Nicola’s mom, died on January 7, 2010 in Pennsylvania.

Bob Hershey, Cheryl Monjot’s brother-in-law, died January 5, 2010.

Robin Scott, Jennifer Homer’s sister, died in December in Atlanta, Georgia.

Juliaette Wheeler, Marion Conn’s mom, died on Tuesday, December 29 in New Jersey.
Don Day, Doug Day’s father, died on December 3, 2009.

Joe Reiner, a neighbor of Mary and John Earley, died on December 2, 2009.
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