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Pentecost Sunday, May 11 

One of the ways we can express gratitude for the blessings received 
throughout our lifetimes is to make a charitable gift to the Church 
through bequests and other estate planning programs. Read more pg. 3   

Wills Emphasis Sunday, May 4 

Wear Red for Pentecost -  The Birthday of the Church 
The 3rd Christian Holiday 

Family Worship Services at 9:30 and 11:00 am. 
The Crib room and Toddler room will be staffed. 

Come and celebrate with us.   
There will be balloons and birthday cake after each service. 

Remember to wear something Red! 
Read more on pg. 8  

Wear your blue jeans (otherwise, work clothes) to church on Sunday, May 18 and be ready to 
clean our church inside and out after the 11:00 am service.  The Deacons will provide hot dogs 
and drinks, the Christian Education Committee will provide fruit and the Property Committee 
will provide plenty of instruction! 

Senior High School and College Recognition Sunday to be announced 

Blue Jean Sunday, May 18 

Confirmation Class joins Sunday, May 11 at 11:00 am 

We will be receiving New Members on Sunday, May 18 at 11:00 am. 

Presbyterian Women 
Installation is Sunday, May 25 

at 10:00 am 
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Message from Pastor Tom 
“Life comes at you fast,” the ad says, but 

it seems to hit an extra gear during the month 
of May.  Graduations, weddings, recitals, 
athletic events are either here or on the near 
horizon, and our palm pilots struggle to keep 
up. 

Back when we lived in Michigan, we had 
a beautiful flowering crabapple tree in our 
small front yard.  During the second week of 
May, it hit full bloom, coloring our bedroom 
with a vibrant shade of pink.  We have 
pictures of the kids by that tree, usually with 
Mindy in one of her recital outfits.  In those 
pictures everyone looks so calm, but what I 
remember was the mad rush to get ready and 
everyone out the door.  

In the church, it’s no different.  The first 
Sunday is Communion, as are the first 
Sundays of every month.  But May has an 
extra twist to it in that this is also Wills 
Emphasis Sunday.  It’s a good reminder that 
the ministry of the church of Jesus Christ 
goes on beyond our lifetimes; that we can be 
involved in the work of the church by the 
money that we designate, for this church or 
some other ministry which is close to our 
hearts.  We have an Endowment Fund here 
for people to make contributions, and the 
Presbyterian Foundation also has funds that 
support various mission workers and projects 
all over the world. 

The second Sunday this year is not only 
Mother’s Day, but Pentecost.  This is “the 
birthday of the Church,” the third great 
Christian festival, behind only Easter and 
Christmas.  As per usual, this is a day to wear  

red to worship, to symbolize the giving of the 
gifts of the Spirit.  In addition, Pentecost this 
year marks the receiving of the Confirmation 
Class into our fellowship during the 11 a.m. 
service.  Witnessing the Confirmands affirm 
their faith while holding their lit candles 
symbolizing the light of Christ leading their 
journey is always a special moment.  

The Sunday after that will be the Sunday 
in which we will receive new members, and 
the last time I checked with our Membership-
Leadership Team (who coordinates the 
classes), we will have a very interesting 
group.  Some of our new members will be 
joining us from our former sister church, 
Bosworth Road Presbyterian, which shut its 
doors last August.  Their joining us reminds 
us of our connection as brother and sister 
followers of Jesus Christ.    

The last Sunday in May will mark the 
beginning of our summer schedule, with just 
one service at 10 a.m.  That Sunday – on 
Memorial Day weekend – will mark the 
installation of the new officers for the 
Presbyterian Women.  That afternoon our 
community will gather at St. Joe’s Church 
for the annual Avon Lake High School 
Baccalaureate service at 3 p.m. 

And then we just collapse.  
It’s a busy time, and I didn’t even get into 

the Staff/Officer Retreat on May 10th, three 
Session meetings and a Presbytery meeting 
on the 28th.  Busy times – but times in which 
we may also see the work of God’s Spirit in 
new and vibrant ways.  May we be open to 
the ways God is working in and through us, 
even in the midst of all the activity.  

Grace and Peace, Tom 



Volume 7 Issue 5        Page 3 

 
 
 

Our Presbyterian faith teaches us that we must be responsible 
stewards of all God shares with us.  We must be good spiritual 
shepherds of our homes, families, health and even financial 
wealth. 
 
One of the ways we can express gratitude for the blessings 
received throughout our lifetimes is to make a charitable gift to 
the Church through bequests and other estate planning programs.  
On May 4th we will recognize Wills Emphasis Sunday at Avon 
Lake Presbyterian Church.  Wills Emphasis reminds us of the 
many ways we can share our financial resources to support the 
Church and its mission for generations to come. 
 

Some of the options available include: 
• Bequests in Will 
• Charitable Remainder Trust 
• Life Insurance 
• Retirement Accounts 
• Charitable Gift Annuity 
• Real Estate 

 
While a traditional bequest in our will provides a gift to the Church after we are gone, programs 
such as the Charitable Remainder Trust and Charitable Gift Annuity provide the opportunity to 
make a future gift to the Church and generate a lifetime fixed payment to you or a loved one.  
These plans also offer certain tax advantages.  
 
The Presbyterian Foundation is a valuable resource in providing information on various ways to 
establish a lasting Christian legacy.  If you would like more information on the programs 
available, please visit their website at www.presbyterianfoundation.org or contact a member of 
the Stewardship Committee (Lee Lohr, Gary Matthews, Dale Griffen or Chris Chase) and we 
will see that you receive the appropriate information. 
 
Chris Chase for the Stewardship Committee 

Wills Emphasis 
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Mission Statement 
 

In awe, we Receive  
God’s Grace and Gospel.  
In gratitude, we Respond  

with Worship and Servanthood.  
In love, we Represent Jesus Christ  
as we minister to transform lives  

in family, community, and the world 

Pentecost Offering 
 Sunday, May 11, we will be receiving the 

Pentecost Offering.  This offering  provides a 
way to directly meet the needs of children at 
risk, youth and young adults.  This year 40% 
of your offering will benefit Youth 
Challenge, a local organization that pairs 
physically challenged children with specially 
trained teen volunteers providing physical 
and creative activities year-round.  This 
might be just the opportunity you are looking 
for to recognize the amazing gift of the Holy 
Spirit that we celebrate on Pentecost Sunday.  
Please use the special Pentecost offering 
envelope found in the Sanctuary pew rack.  
Checks should be made payable to ALPC and 
marked Pentecost on the memo line.  
Questions may be directed to Beth Janis at 
933-5621. 

Session Highlights 
 
At their April meeting, the Session was lead 
in devotions by Kathy Leopold. 
 
Heard: 

♦ the March financial report 
♦ that the officer retreat will be May 10 

from 9-3 
♦ the reports of the committees 
♦ the faith stories of the newly elected 

officers 
♦ the report from the Commissioners to 

the March Presbytery meeting 
including an update on Bay 
Presbyterian Church 

 
Voted 

♦ to approve the March Session and 
Congregational meeting minutes 

♦ to approve the Ordination and 
Installation of the new officers 

♦ to elect Dina Doughtry, Bill 
Hamilton and Kathy Leopold 
Commissioners to the May 
Presbytery meeting 

 
Thanked 

♦ Class of 2008 Elders Joe Dallas, Lee 
Lohr, David Lockmeyer, Lynn 
Morway and Bob Ralston for their 
work on the Session during their term 

 
Celebrated 

♦ Nick Yoda’s 10 year anniversary of 
his Ordination 

 
Virginia Lockmeyer, Clerk of Session 
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            FINANCIAL REPORT 

We were just slightly behind for the month of March as we finished with a deficit of just over 
$200 for the month which puts us behind by $3,456.95 year-to-date.  On the income side, 
General Fund giving (pledges) is slightly ahead of the budget.  Our loose plate (non member and 
visitor) giving is behind the budget estimate.  On the spending side, the only expense 
significantly over the budget is utilities, which is not surprising.  We budget the utilities as a 
straight line throughout the year and obviously our biggest expenses are in the winter months to 
heat the building.  Please keep up the giving and invite someone new to come to church. 

 We have collected $5,624 for Per Capita through March versus our projection of $5,500 in 
the budget.  Thanks to all of you who have given, and there is still time for others to give to help 
us further exceed our goal. 

Bob Ralston for the Finance Committee 
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Family Promise of Lorain County 
(aka… Interfaith Hospitality Network) 

Family Promise opened their doors to homeless family’s right here in Lorain County, on 
Sunday, March 23rd.  We here at ALPC opened our doors for our very first Family Promise host 
week on Sunday, March 30th.  Our first host week ran very smoothly thanks to all the volunteers 
who spent time with our host family, and also to all those who worked ever so diligently 
“behind the scenes” to prepare us for our week by making sure we fulfilled all of the  
stipulations set forth by the State Fire Marshall and our Local Fire Department.   

One of the stipulations required by the State Fire Marshall is that we must have a Fire 
Watch.  This means we need to have one person awake during our overnight shift.  We were 
very blessed to have two volunteers (Bryan Crow and Josh St. Clair) step up to the plate for this 
new endeavor.  Thank you so much Bryan and Josh!  They split the week between each other in 
volunteering for our Night Watch so that our overnight volunteers were not responsible for 
staying awake on their shift.  I would like to emphasize that as an Overnight Volunteer… you 
will NOT be required to stay awake, unless you volunteer to do so.  We have a separate sign up 
for the Night Watch shift.  So if you have been a frequent overnighter volunteer, rest assured, 
that shift has not changed. 

  With that said, we are however, looking for more Night Watch Volunteers, as there will be 
certain times during the year (like summer) when Bryan and Josh may not be available to 
volunteer due to both of them working the day shift.  So, if you are a Night owl, or even if you 
and someone else would like to SPLIT the shift, please contact me for details!  

We also have an opening for the Truck Driver/Bed Delivery Coordinator. This position was 
previously held by Jeff Mell.  Thank you Jeff for your dedication in this coordinators’ position; 
we will certainly miss you!  A special thank-you goes out to Dennis Runyon who volunteered 
for this position during our first host week.   We do need a permanent volunteer for this 
coordinators’ position, however.  This is a position that does NOT require training as you will 
not have any contact with the host families.  You will just be in charge of delivering the beds/
partitions to the next host church.  If this sounds like something you would like to do to help us 
out with our local hands-on mission right here at ALPC, please contact me at (440) 213-8758.  

 Our next host week will be here before we know it!   The sign up board will be in the church 
foyer, starting Sunday, April 27th, as our next host week begins Sunday, June 15th. Please consult 
your calendars and check the sign up board after church.  If you have any questions, please don’t 
hesitate to call.   If you haven’t volunteered in a while… we STILL NEED YOU,  just because 
we may not have called you recently or you haven’t been able to help out due to schedule 
conflicts in the past, please know that you are still VERY important to this mission and we 
welcome your willingness to serve those in need!  (continued on next page) 
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Family Promise of Lorain County (continued) 
 

Not a volunteer?  No problem…. If you have been thinking about becoming a volunteer, it is 
never too late, we will train you when you are ready.  If this hands-on mission is something you 
would like to try, please don’t hesitate to give me or the church office a call so we can get you 
on board before our very next host week arrives! 

Before I close, I would like to thank the following people for making our very first Family 
Promise Host Week a huge success: 

 
Cindi Dansizen     Dick Francy 
Bryan Crow     Josh St. Clair 
Dennis & Hillary Runyon   Debbie Richardson 
Donna Bradley     Barb Lehmkuhl 
Todd Galloway     Brett Smith 
Chris Benavides     Kathy & Bill Hamilton 
Anna Allen Ruoff    Kathy Leopold 
Janet Maurer     Beth Janis 
Scott & Karen Francy & Family   Paul & Cheryl Salvage & Family 
Sandy Hebert & Family    Jay Knox 
Linda Kurak     Arlene Strauch 
Linda Kotowski     Jean Gorning 
Carol Hay     Georgia Sanchez 
Assaf/Cold Family    Art & Shirley Hook 
Lynn Morway     Lee Lohr 
Tom Robinson     Susan Reighard 
Sue Galloway     Ruth Weeks 
Debbie Reichlin     Sherry Spenzer 
Sharon Call     Jill Ralston 

 
Blessings to you, 

 
Julie Smith 

ALPC 
Family Promise Coordinator 
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CRS FOYER BOX 
OVERFLOWS WITH 

DESERTS 
That would have been the headline, if a 

reporter had noticed your March donations 
last week; for truly, the boxes, bags, and 
packages of deserts and baking ingredients 
you brought in for your area neighbors spoke 
clearly of your generosity. Thank you for 
answering Christ’s call to care for those in 
need. 

For the month of May, we will have the 
opportunity to take notice of our local 
grocery store’s packaged meals. It’s amazing 
just how much variety there is to the “almost 
complete” entrees on the shelves. Just add a 
veggie here or a protein there. Simply open a 
box and a jar, add a little heat and a salad---
dinner is served!  

In May, the Community Resource Services 
box in the foyer will be waiting for you to fill 
it with Assorted Boxed Rice Dishes, Canned 
and Boxed Meals (like Hamburger Helper, 
Stew, Sloppy Joes), Spaghetti/Assorted 
Pastas, and Pasta Sauces. Don’t forget the 
healthy whole wheat varieties.  

If your taste on shopping day runs to the 
exotic or spicy, the many variations of Tai, 
Chinese, Middle Eastern,  and Mexican 
Meals are waiting for you. Complete meals 
can be found in abundance or you can 
assemble a meal yourself by putting it 
together in your grocery cart. How about 
Refried Beans, Taco Shells, Taco Sauce, and 
some Salsa? Just stay with the non-
perishables and let the CRS recipient add a 
little ground beef, lettuce, and tomato. 
Bueno! A taco dinner! 

We are so blessed with God’s gifts to us that 
sharing with others simply doubles our 
gratitude and joy. 
 

Shirley Hook (for your Mission Committee) 
 

 
Pentecost – May 11 

Wear Red for  
Pentecost 

It may seem like we will be 
celebrating Pentecost early 
this year, but it is actually 
right on time. Pentecost 
literally means “fifty days” 

or “the fiftieth day.” In the Jewish faith, it 
came exactly fifty days after the Passover and 
was the festival that celebrated the 
completion of the harvest.  In the Christian 
community, Pentecost was the occasion of 
the outpouring of the Holy Spirit (Acts 2).  
Christians everywhere consider Pentecost as 
the birthday of the Church. “When the day of 
Pentecost came, all the believers were 
gathered together in one place. Suddenly 
there was a noise from the sky which sounded 
like a strong wind blowing, and it filled the 
whole house where they were sitting. Then 
they saw what looked like tongues of fire 
which spread out and touched each person 
there. They were all filled with the Holy 
Spirit.” (Acts 2:1-4)  We are asking everyone 
to wear red on Pentecost as it reminds us of 
the tongues of fire that surrounded the 
disciples. We will also provide birthday cake 
for everyone after both services to celebrate 
this joyous occasion.  
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SonWorld Adventure Park – VBS 2008 
June 9-13         9am – noon 

“Choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve.”  
        Joshua 24:15 

 

 In a world presented with many opportunities, can our children make choices based on 
the Christian faith? Are they taught to make the choice that Jesus would make? Do our children 
know how to choose Jesus in their daily lives? This year’s VBS will help children make the 
choice that brings real everlasting joy and true happiness – choosing Jesus Christ as their 
Savior.  Children (age 4 – 6th grade) will have a great time singing, watching skits, creating 
crafts and playing games. But most important, they’ll discover more about who Jesus is and 
about some important choices everyone has to make. There will be a Closing Program on 
Friday, June 13th at 11:00 am followed by a family picnic.   
 

You may register your child now.  
The cost is $5 per child.  

Sign up forms are on the VBS table in the foyer or in the church office.   
Put completed form and fee in VBS box.  

Registration must be in by June 1st. 
 
         We are still looking for volunteers to help out during the week. Please see Carolyn if you 
would like to serve.  If you are not able to volunteer that week, maybe you can help out by 
donating an item on the VBS Wish List below. You can drop them off at the church office.  
                   
 Small paper cups   Napkins 
                      Small paper plates                              Empty 2 liter plastic bottles 
                      Nerf balls (any size)   Bean bags 
 Tug of War rope   Hula Hoops 
 Can of Tennis Balls   Orange plastic cones 
 Buckets - 4 small buckets  
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Library Update 
  
The Complete Idiot’s Guide to the Bible – 
You are not an idiot, of course, but if you 
ever feel like one when it comes to the Bible, 
this book should be able to help. 
  
Nobody Says “Please” in the Psalms – God 
gave us a powerful tool when he gave us the 
psalms.  They enable us to say things to God 
we might no otherwise have the nerve to say. 
  
Soul Sisters:  Women in the Bible Speak to 
Women Today – Poems and portraits here 
can help us get to know the joys and struggles 
facing women in the Bible.  Let the pictures 
and words help us connect with them in our 
current lives. 
  
The Reformation for Armchair Theologians –
  Designed for the nonexpert, this is an 
overview of the most decisive event in 500 
years of Christian history, easy to ready but 
not skimpy on facts. 
  
New Testament – These “Monarch Notes” 
are kind of like “Cliff’s Notes” and give 
quick summaries of everything in the New 
Testament. 
  
To Bend Without Breaking  –  Even the 
strongest person needs help in coping with 
stress.  Also, there are positive things even an 
ordinary group of caring people, especially 
Christians, can do in reaching out to others in 
stress situations. 

 

May Youth Net: 
 

May 7 —Fellowship Night 
Please note time change … 
We’ll have a joint Youth Net  
From 6:00 until 8:00 pm. 

We will be having dinner and taking a beach 
walk—This is the last Youth Net until 
September! 
 

Sunday, May 18—Cookout and Bonfire 
End of the Year Party @ Shoemaker’s 
Meet at the church at 4:30 
Back at 8:30 pm—Bring a friend 
UCC will join us 
 

Special: 
 

May 11— Confirmation Sunday 
 

May 25— Baccalaureate @ St. Joseph’s  
      at 3:00 pm 

 
June 1— ALHS Graduation 
 
July 13—18 Youth Mission 

YOUTH

@the NET



Volume 7 Issue 5        Page 11 

Beulah Beach Church Family Retreat 
October 11th and 12th – 2008 

Sign-ups begin now in the foyer!! 

Are you uncomfortable talking with others about your Christian faith?  Do you worry that 
you will offend people who may not believe as you do?  Are you afraid of being labeled 
judgmental and exclusive for defending your faith?  Do you wonder if it really matters if 
someone is a Christian, Jew, Muslim, or…..? 

If any of these are questions with which you struggle, then please plan to join us this coming 
October at the annual Beulah Beach Church Family Retreat as we explore the question…….. 
 

How Do You Share the Truth Gracefully? 
 

The Reverend Jessie MacMillan will lead us in a study of how theology, relationships, and 
grace all play a part in helping us understand how to confidently share the Good News of Jesus 
Christ.  Reverend MacMillan is part-time Parish Associate at John Knox Presbyterian Church 
and was the 2007 Moderator of the Presbytery of the Western Reserve.  She is no stranger to 
Avon Lake Presbyterian, having served as a visiting pastor on several occasions. 

The Retreat weekend is a great opportunity to slow down, make new friends, and deepen 
relationships, spiritual and otherwise.  There are times 
when the whole intergenerational group meets together, 
and times when we break into age appropriate groups.  No 
one is too old or too young.  All are welcome from infants 
to senior citizens. 

We treat this weekend like a worship service.  All are 
invited, no matter what they can put into the offering 
plate.  The cost to ALPC is $65 for adults (>16 yrs), $35 
for youth (12 yrs to 15 yrs), $21 for children over 3 years, 
and children under 3 years are free.  We trust everyone 
will give as much as they can, and God will provide the 
rest through those of us who can give more. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to ask anyone on the Retreat Committee; Gary and 
Rae Matthews, Beth and Craig Shoemaker, Arlene Strauch, Dr. Nick Yoda, Leslie Knox, or Cris 
Till. 

Be sure to check the bulletin board in the foyer and SIGN UP! 
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The duties of the Deacons are: (1) to minister to those in need, and  
(2) to carry out any duties assigned by the Session (the governing body of 

our church).  There are two committees that make up the Deacons:  
 
             (1) The Fellowship Committee, and (2) The Outreach and Visitation Committee. 
 
  LIST OF DEACONS FOR THE 2008-2009 YEAR: 
  Deanna Bridgett  dbridgett@adelphia.net 
  Kandice Carson   JKCarson4@oh.rr.com 
  Beau Dansizen   AvianMan@aol.com 
  Cindi Dansizen   cdansizen@oh.rr.com 
  Carol Fratianne   carol.fratianne@alltel.com 
  Jeff Gorman   JKgorman@msn.com 
  Jim Janis   jjambo_us@yahoo.com 
  Jay Knox   Jknox@Magnif.com 
  Rae Matthews   Gmatthews933@oh.rr.com 
  Debbie Richardson   
  Susan Richardson  Msr828@oh.rr.com 
  Hannah Shoemaker  nrshoe09@alltel.net 
  Brett Smith   Jbsmith322@centurytel.net 
  Leslie Stephens   lstephens@oh.rr.com 
  Gary Uhl   Gauhl@oh.rr.com 
  Marcy Uhl   muhl0710@oh.rr.com 
   
 

Events! 
 

Sunday, May 18 
Blue Jean Work Day. Wear your blue jeans (otherwise, work clothes) to church and be ready 
to clean our church inside and out after the 11:00 am service.  The Deacons will provide hot 
dogs, chips and drinks, the Christian Education Committee will provide fruit and the Property 
Committee will provide plenty of instruction!  Please bring shovels, rakes, wheelbarrows, hedge 
trimmers, lawn edgers, or whatever else you think would be useful.  

 The Deacons’ Bench 



Volume 7 Issue 5        Page 13 

Presbyterian Women 

All the women of the congregation are considered to be members of the 
Presbyterian Women and are encouraged to be a part of one of our Circles.  All 
our Circles would love to have new members.  Lee Lohr is the Membership 
Advocate, so please contact her for more information and to join (934-6757). 
 

Tuesday, May 13, at 12:30 pm at Gus’ Restaurant..….... . . . . . . . . ……... . . . . Care & Share 

Tuesday, May 13, at 7:00 pm . . . …... . . . . . . . ………………….…….. . . Circle of SMILES 

Wednesday, May 14, for dinner out…….……………………..……….………….Sarah Circle 

Thursday, May 15, at 7:00 pm in Room 3 …….……...……...Presbyterian Women Board 

Tuesday, May 20, at 5:30 pm at Max & Erma’s……….. ………….……………….Ruth Circle 

Tuesday, May 20, at 5:30 pm for dinner out……………….………………...Serendipity Circle 

Wednesday, May 21, at 9:30 am at Perkin’s….……………..………...………..Circle of Hope 

Thursday, May 22, at 7:30 pm at Deb Stueber’s …………………..…………...Circle of Love 

Tuesday, May 27, at 7:30 pm in the church library. …….. …….... . . . . . . . . .Circle of Friends 
 

Sundays, May 4 and May 11, Presbyterian Women will be selling Mother’s 
Day Flower Baskets.  These are $15 each, cash and carry, first come, first 
serve.  All profits go to support PW missions.  Any questions should be 
directed to Sandi Ciarrone at sandiciarrone@oh.rr.com. 
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Greeters 
 

 

May 4 9:30 Barb Lehmkuhl 
  & Pam Novak 
 11:00 The Knox Family 
        11 9:30 Shirley & Art Hook 
 11:00 The McCarbery’s 
   & Waggoner’s 
        18 9:30 Sally & Joe Bales 
 11:00 Fran Glidewell 
        25  10:00 The Bridgett Family 
  
 

Holly Dufala schedules greeters. 
Please call Holly to volunteer (937-0540) 

Sound Room  
Technicians 

 

May 4 9:30 Paul Selvage 
  11:00 Tony George 
 11 9:30 Gary Alshouse 
  11:00  Todd Galloway 
 18 9:30 Craig Young 
  11:00 Scott Seipel 
 25 10:00 Lee Lohr 
     
 

Gary Alshouse (933-5337)  
schedules for the sound room. 

Baptism at Avon Lake 
Presbyterian Church 

Bowen Malachi and  
Parker Sterling Dansizen 

who are children of  
Beau and Amy  

Dansizen 
were baptized on  

Sunday,  April 27. 
The proud grandparents are  
Cindi and Mark Dansizen. 

The deadline to submit   
articles for the  Summer  

issue of  Saints Alive!   
is Sunday, May 18, 2008 

In the Mailbox . . . 
 
Dear Church Family, 
 Thanks to all who prayed for my Dad, 
Jack Clifford.  He fought a long hard fight.  
He is with God and I’d like to think, holding 
my sister, Jackie’s hand.   
 It is hard for my Mom after almost 66 
years with my Dad.  Please keep her in your 
prayers.   
 Our thanks to Tom, to Nick and all others 
who sent such wonderful cards. 

Blessings, 
Skip and Nancy Albrecht 

Betty Clifford 
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Grade XIII Seniors Are Ready to Change the World 
Their heads are filled with ideas, their hearts are filled with compassion, their bodies are 

filled with energy, and the Grade XIII seniors are ready to change the world.   In Mark 16:15 
Jesus spoke to the eleven disciples before being taken up into heaven.  He directed them, “Go 
into all the world and preach the good news to all creation.”  These two members of Grade XIII 
are taking their Lord at His word: 

David Matthews, son of Rae and Gary Matthews, is a senior at Miami University of Ohio, 
majoring in International Studies (with an East Asian focus) with a minor in Japanese.   He 
notes that he is working part time in the Department of German, Russian and East Asian 
Languages “to make a few bucks,” but it seems that in his work, Dave has found his passion, 
too.   He says, “I'm quite enjoying the process of learning a new language, and I've recently 
started taking Chinese for fun.”  Dave has also found a group of friends with whom he has 
become close, “We often share meals and hang out together when there’s no work to be done (or 
we feel like procrastinating).”  Dave, however, is not planning to procrastinate much upon 
graduation; he already has important plans for a bright future.  He reports, “In the near future I 
plan to travel to Japan and likely teach English there for a few years if I can.”   

Anthony Damelio, son of Marillyn and Tony Damelio, will be graduating from Fordham 
University in May with a degree in Sociology with a minor in Spanish.  In order to graduate in 
the honors program, Anthony prepared a thesis “addressing the topic of the influence of religion 
on Latino immigrants to New York.”  In an e-mail received earlier this semester, Anthony noted 
that he was considering several post-college options, including “Yale Divinity School or 
Princeton Theological Seminary for further education after my undergrad work” or perhaps “the 
Young Adult Volunteer Program through PC (USA), which offers a year-long placement 
nationally or abroad.   Also, I am looking for jobs here in New York or internationally, positions 
to transition me towards the field I finally decide.”  No matter which avenue Anthony chooses, 
he is ready to take the next step in his journey into a wider world.  He remarks, “I am about to 
enter a new phase of my life, which brings trepidation alongside excitement, and must trust in 
the decision I eventually make.”    

Congratulations to Dave and Anthony on their accomplishments.  On behalf of the members 
of Grade XIII and of the church family, I want to offer continued encouragement and support to 
Dave and Anthony as they prepare to enter the world, sharing their skills, enthusiasm and 
compassion with all God’s people.   
 

Sue Scott 
for Grade XIII 
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